
I truthfully am 
grateful for 
everything the 
Foodbank does.”

-ROBERTA
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EVERY MEAL HAS A STORY. MEET ROBERTA.
Roberta is strong. Every two weeks she travels nearly 
a mile uphill in her wheelchair to receive food from the 
Foodbank’s drive-thru distribution.

“Today was a struggle,” she says as she exhales. “I’m in 
physical therapy for a sprained back and getting here 
was hard.”

Because of COVID-19, transportation has become an 
issue for Roberta. Local services that typically help 
elderly people get around are limited because of the 
pandemic. In most cases, Roberta is stuck traveling on 
her own.

She lives in an apartment specifically for low-income 
seniors; this helps her save on rent and utilities. But 

her fixed income barely covers the cost of food. That’s 
why the Foodbank and its hunger-relief partners are 
so important. If it weren’t for these programs, Roberta 
would have to rely on her sister for help. “I know my 
sister would do without in order to help me, and I can’t 
do that.”

Though Roberta is in need, she still helps her fellow 
neighbors. Of the food items she receives at the 
distribution that she cannot use, she gives the items 
away to ensure nothing is wasted. “I like to save 
someone else the time who can’t get out or make 
ends meet — it helps them out.”

Thank you for supporting your Foodbank and our 
community members struggling with hunger.  

1. Dedicated donor completes running 
challenge to support Foodbank

2. Your support fuels COVID-19 recovery plan

3. Thank you Foodbank Major Partners

4. Holmes County partner welcomes 
community with open arms

MAIN CAMPUS: 350 Opportunity Pkwy, Akron, OH 44307
STARK COUNTY CAMPUS: 1365 Cherry Ave. NE Canton, OH 44714
phone: 330.535.6900 fax: 330.996.5337
akroncantonfoodbank.org

SERVING 8 COUNTIES
Carroll, Holmes, Medina, Portage, Stark, Summit, 
Tuscarawas & Wayne Counties
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HONOR ROLL
THANK YOU TO OUR TOP 
SUPPORTERS OF THE SEASON
3M
Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank Staff
Tony & Becky Alexander
Andrew & Jessica Alleman
Amazon
Amazon FC AKC1
American Electric Power Foundation
Sue and Mal Ames Fund of Akron Community Foundation
Simon Badinter
Thomas Bevan
Ken & Gerri Blum
Douglas & Kyra Bosnik
Stacey Braun In Memory of John Papp
Bridgestone
Eileen Burg
Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co., Inc.
The Butterworth Foundation
Phillip & Debra Canuto
CARE Package Relief
Carlisle and Troiano Family Fund
Barry Chiron
Stephen & Susan Clark
Stephen Comunale
Contractors Steel Holding LLC
James Deroche & Debra Eisenstat-Deroche
Dominican Sisters of Peace
Richard Edwards & Marcia Adair
Fairway Independent Mortgage Corp
Alex R. Feil
FirstEnergy Corp.
Mitchel Fromm
Giant Eagle
Dale Gilbert & Mildred Keyser
The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company
GPD Group
Frederick & Jane Griech
Nick & Terry Harbarger
Sequoia Financial Group, LLC
The Hillier Family Foundation
Hillman Foundation Fund of Stark Community Foundation
The Hoover Foundation
Incept Corporation
Rick and Anita King Family Foundation
James & Joanne Komos
Krew Charity Fund
Nick & Kathy Lekas
William Lemmon
Roger & Susan L'Hommedieu
Gary & Susan Lichten
The Maynard Family Foundation
C.J. McCollum Enterprises, Inc.
Laura R. & Lucian Q. Moffitt Foundation
The Burton D. Morgan Foundation
Morgan Stanley
Estate of John S. Mosser
Gary & Olivia Mull
Northern Ohio Golf Charities
Anthony & Susan Paparella
Partners in Giving Fund of Stark Community Foundation
James & Louise Pursley
Quanex Building Products
Ada & Helen Rank Foundation
Donald & Margaret Rearick
Charles E. & Mabel M. Ritchie Memorial Foundation
Ron Marhofer Auto Family
Joe & Annette Ruby
Save-A-Lot Store #607
Mike & Jennifer Saxon
Sequoia Financial Group, LLC
Nilesh & Holly Shah
Kenneth T. Siloac
Sisters of Charity of St. Augustine
Skavish/Rubenstein Charitable Giving Fund
The Nancie J. Smith Foundation
Lloyd L. and Louise K. Smith Memorial Foundation
The J.M. Smucker Co.
Stark Community Foundation
State and Federal Communications Inc.
Julian & Kerry Steinberg
Subaru of America, Inc. & Serra Subaru
Summa Health
Taylor Tele-Communications, Inc.
The TJX Companies Inc.
Gary Traicoff
Tuscora Park Health & Wellness Foundation
Bala Venkataraman
Walmart & Walmart Foundation
Webster Family Fund
Werner-Marsh Family
Westfield
Milton Wiskind
Alan & Janice Woll

As one of a few hunger-relief agencies 
in the western part of Holmes County, 
Lakeville United Methodist Church never 
turns anyone away.

“That was one of the reasons why we saw 
a need,” said Sandy, the pantry director. 

“There was nothing really in our corner of 
the county, and we wanted to help.”

Sandy has been involved with the 
pantry since its conception in 2007. 

“I just feel that God has called me to 
help in this way. I’ve become more 
aware of the needs in the community 
and what a blessing it is to help others.”

The pantry typically serves 35 to 40 
families per distribution through its 
biweekly food programs, although 
numbers have been down recently due 
to the pandemic. This is attributed to 
elderly clients feeling less safe about 
going out in public.

“We’re a low-income area with 
a lot of unemployment. It’s a 
small community away from 
the larger towns, so I think 
there’s always been a need 
here,” said Sandy.

In 2012, Lakeville United Methodist 
Church joined the Foodbank’s network 
of hunger-relief partners. Sandy said 
this partnership has saved funds for the 
pantry and has helped it become more 
cost-effective. 

“It’s been a great relationship, and we’re 
always so thankful for everything the 
Foodbank has available,” Sandy said.

“Before we joined the Foodbank’s 
network, we were limited in our 
spending and what we were able 
to provide. But because we’re able 
to buy larger quantities of food 
at a reduced rate, it has helped us 
tremendously.”

The Foodbank and its partners have 
always shared the cost of procuring, 
storing and distributing food to 
the community. But because of the 
community’s generosity in 2020, the 
Foodbank is able to temporarily waive 
these fees, allowing partners to invest 
in their capacity and other resources to 
better serve their community. 

Because of the 2021 shared maintenance 
fee waiver, Lakeville United Methodist 
Church will be able to invest in its 
capacity to source and distribute even 
more food. This savings will enable 
Lakeville United Methodist Church to 
purchase a third refrigerator this year to 
source, store and distribute more food.

Thank you for your continued support. 
Your generosity has directly helped our 
hunger-relief partners and the people 
in their community facing hunger. We 
couldn’t do this work without you!

YOUR GENEROSITY SUPPORTS RURAL 
PROGRAMS IN HOLMES COUNTY



Waive shared maintenance fees for hunger-relief 
partners in 2021, allowing partners to invest in capacity 
and resources to better serve their community.

Save valuable time and resources for hunger-relief 
partners by delivering food directly to them.

Provide food access to neighborhoods with limited 
food resources with a new, mobile pop-up pantry. 

Bring food to food insecure households through 
innovative delivery partnerships. 

Continue to offer its drive-thru grocery distributions 
twice per month.

Partner with local health systems to focus on the 
relationship between hunger and health.

YOUR SUPPORT FUELS COVID-19 RECOVERY PLAN
Because of you, 2020 was a year of considerable generosity. The Foodbank is positioned to extend 
significant support to our strained hunger-relief network based on their input about where the greatest 
needs exist. This year, we're enacting a bold plan to support the short- and long-term food security 
needs of the region. To view our entire plan, please visit akroncantonfoodbank.org/response-update. 
Thank you for your support!

YOUR FOODBANK WILL:

THANK YOU FOODBANK MAJOR PARTNERS! 
MISSION PARTNERS 80,000+ MEALS

1127 Construction, Inc.
American Electric Power  

Foundation
Akron Area Interfaith Council
James & Irene Aldrich
Anonymous (4)
Richard & Linda Arter
Bimbo Bakeries
Bridgestone Americas
Charles Schwab Foundation
Christ Foundation
Citizens Bank
Clonrock Foundation
Country Pure Foods
Crum & Forster Insurance
CVS Health
The Paul & Carol David Foundation
James Deroche & Debra 

Eisenstat-Deroche
Dominion Energy
Enterprise Holdings 

Frito-Lay
Genesis Financial Services
GPD Group Employees Foundation
The Hoover Foundation
Humana
Huntington National Bank
Richard & Sharon Juve
Kisling, Nestico & Redick, LLC
Cynthia L. Knight
Kovatch Family Charitable Fund
Kraft Heinz Company Foundation
Roger & Susan L’Hommedieu
Nick & Kathy Lekas
William Lemmon
Dale A. & Lucinda J.P. Leppo
LyondellBasell
Macy’s
Kristen Manes
Marc’s
Cynthia Parker Matthews 

Family Foundation

Meijer
The M.G. O’Neil Foundation
James & Vanita Oelschlager
Penske Logistics
Sandra L. & Dennis B. Haslinger 

Family Foundation
Save A Lot
Sheetz Family Charities
The Sisler McFawn Foundation
Sisters of Charity Foundation of Canton
Smith Dairy Products
Stark Community Foundation
Summa Health 
Taylor Tele-Communications, Inc. 
GEMCORE
The TJX Companies
Tri-County Restaurant Association
Theodore & Maureen Unton
David & Cheryl Venarge
Wayne Insurance Group
Wells Fargo

LEADERSHIP PARTNERS 200,000+ MEALS

VISIONARY PARTNERS 1 MILLION+ MEALS

Jeffrey P. Bezos

Lynn Cavalier

Estate of Frank 
Walter Green

Rick & Anita King 
Family Foundation

C.J. McCollum 
Enterprises, Inc.

The Keith D. 
Monda Family

Larry & Hailey 
Nance



The Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization recognized by the IRS.  
If you know anyone who might be interested in receiving this newsletter, or if you would like to be removed 
from our mailing list, please contact the Marketing Department at info@acrfb.org or 330.535.6900.

Terry Link CHAIR

Bill Shivers VICE CHAIR

Maureen DeSanzo SECRETARY 
Greg Long TREASURER 
Bill Artman
Lisa Backlin
Jim Bowen

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rob Bowers 
Alison Breaux
Jerod Cherry
Rich Clark
Randy Frame
Kristin Hannon
Alicia LaMancusa

Teri Lash-Ritter
Annie McCauley
Amanda Montgomery
Jill Penrose
Laura Query
Jonathan Thornton
Dan Flowers PRESIDENT & CEO 

LOCAL MAN RUNS 48 HOURS WHILE FASTING TO RAISE FUNDS 
FOR HUNGER RELIEF
Foodbank supporters are generous 
community members passionate about 
local hunger relief. Financial contributions, 
volunteering, collecting food — there are 
so many ways to give back.

But some take their support to an 
entirely different level, like Nilesh. He’s 
the medical director for Summa Health 
Sports Medicine, father of three, and a 
Foodbank supporter for 15 years. He’s 
also an avid runner, always looking for 
new ways to challenge himself.

This spring, Nilesh embarked on the 
4x4x48 challenge created by David 
Goggins. This includes running 4 miles, 
every 4 hours, for 48 straight hours. 
Being an experienced runner however, 
this challenge wasn’t going to push 
Nilesh, he wanted to make it more 
difficult. He decided to fast — to not eat 
anything during the 48-hour timeframe 
and raise funds for the Foodbank.

“Food is a basic necessity. We all need 
food for energy and having access to it 
makes everything in your life easier,” said 
Nilesh. “We have such an abundance of 
food in this country that we take it for 
granted. We assume no one goes hungry.”

Nilesh remembers visiting India with his 
parents as a child and being struck by 
the immense poverty he saw there. As he 
grew older, he realized poverty exists in 
the U.S. too, it’s just not as visible.

COVID-19 exposed this reality for many, 
as long lines of cars wrapped around 
the Foodbank for miles waiting to 
receive groceries. Nilesh and his family 
volunteered at a drive-thru distribution 
and saw the need firsthand.

“It was pretty eye-opening to see all 
the cars in line for food. For my kids, I 
think the enormity of this, how many 
people are affected by hunger, is the 
bigger problem.”

Nilesh began his Goggins Challenge 
at 11pm, pausing for a short break, and 
running again at 3am, 7am, 11am etc., with 
no food and minimal sleep.

“The combination of sleep deprivation 
and not eating made it difficult. Toward 
the end, I was getting pretty hungry. 
But at least I knew I had an end. For 

people facing food insecurity, they don’t 
necessarily know where their next meal is 
coming from.”

Nilesh helped collect more than $13,000 
for the Foodbank. This will help provide 
the equivalent of 52,000 meals for 
families facing hunger. He and his family 
will continue to create awareness about 
hunger in our community, and plan to 
make volunteering at the Foodbank an 
annual tradition.

“The biggest thing I want my kids to carry 
with them is however they help someone 
else, it’s important, every little bit counts.”

“It doesn’t matter that they’re 
just one person. If we all pay it 
forward, it multiplies, and the 
change made is exponential.”

VIEW THE 2020 
ANNUAL REPORT
See your impact in action by 
reviewing the 2020 annual report: 
akroncantonfoodbank.org/resources


