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Regarding Bob Dyer’s Nov. 
5 column ‘‘Food bank policies, 
including salaries, might surprise 
you,’’ I have a long history with the 
Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank.

The food bank provided food 
to the homeless shelter my father 
lived in. The food bank provided 
turkeys for the local food pantry 
that then distributed them to my 
family (at no cost) when we were 
in need. And the food bank gave me 
the opportunity to really start my 
career five years ago.

Growing up poor, my goal was 
to work hard and get a job where 
I can help other people who are 
struggling like I once was. I get to 
live my purpose every day as an 
employee of the food bank and be 
surrounded by people who share my 
same purpose.

I benefit from the guidance and 
wisdom of amazing leaders like Dan 

Flowers, Shelly Hinton, Tim Sisler, 
and countless others at the food 
bank.

I typically review the IRS Form 
990 of a nonprofit before deciding 
to donate, and this includes the food 
bank’s tax form. I have known about 
the salaries of leadership for some 
time, and still choose to donate a 
portion of my salary back because 
I believe it to be a reasonable 
expense. I see how my dollars are 
put to good use every day.

The food bank and its employees 
work hard every day to ensure 
that local families have food on 
their table. Not just in the holiday 
season, but all year round. I am 
beyond grateful that the food bank 
has grown into the wonderful 
community asset it is today.

If you have questions, come to 
the food bank for a tour. I’m a proud 
foodbanker and would love to share 

more about it with you.
Katie Carver Reed

Akron

Reflect God,  
reject violence

Allah-u-Akbar is the prayer I 
recite when uttering praise of God. 
It means, “God is the Greatest.” The 
God whose attributes include the 
Merciful, the Source of Peace, and 
the Loving. To worship God, the 
purpose of life for Muslims, means 
to reflect his attributes in the best 
way possible. 

On the other hand, Sayfullo 
Saipov, the perpetrator of the 
terrorist attack in Manhattan, 
reportedly uttered this same 
phrase while he was slaughtering 
innocents. When Muslims say this 
violence is antithetical to Islam’s 
teachings, this is exactly what we 
are talking about. 

We don’t know exactly the 
details of this man’s radicalization. 
What I do know, however, that I, a 
young Muslim man, will never be 

radicalized into violent extremism 
because I believe in Islam. If Saipov 
truly wanted to spread God’s 
greatness, he’d start by spreading 
love to his creatures.

Labeeb Ahmad 
North Canton

Applause for VA
Recently my wife and I had 

the opportunity to visit the Wade 
Park Veterans Affairs hospital 
in Cleveland for a doctor’s 
appointment. Veterans of all ages 
were milling around everywhere, 
along with many staff members. 
I was given an escort to the 
department I needed. The staff was 
professional, friendly and helpful. 
My appointment was on time, and 
the doctor took good care of me. 
There was not a stack of paperwork 
to fill out.

We often hear criticism of the 
VA system, but we wanted people to 
know that we were very impressed 
with the whole experience. 

John Hausch
Barberton

Build
a better

background
check

After the slaughter in Texas,

the case becomes stronger

O U R                
O P I N I O N

F
ederal law lists 11 criteria that prohibit 
someone from purchasing a gun. Devin P. 
Kelley, the man who massacred parishio-

ners in a church in Texas on Sunday, met at 
least two of the thresholds. In 2014, he pleaded 
guilty to a crime with a maximum penalty of 
more than one year in prison. The charges 
stemmed from domestic violence, another 
marker for denying a gun sale. He repeatedly 
assaulted his wife and delivered a beating that 
cracked the skull of his stepson.

 Yet during this year and last, Kelley did not 
face barriers as he bought guns, including a 
military-style assault rifle, from a retailer. He 
cleared the federal background check.

The Air Force admits that its officials failed 
to report the court-martial on domestic vio-
lence charges to the National Criminal Infor-
mation Center, the background check data-
base conducted by the FBI. The Air Force has 
launched an investigation. Yet it hardly stands 
alone. The database is as good as the informa-
tion, and the spotty system today lacks resourc-
es and staffing. It suffers from neglect.

Recall the deadly shooting at Virginia Tech a 
decade ago, the database without records about 
the mental health treatment for the killer. Or 
the slaughter at a church in Charleston two 
years ago, the killer’s admission of a narcotics 
offense failing to show up in the database due 
to an administrative foul-up.

In the aftermath of 26 dead in Sutherland 
Springs, Texas, President Trump told report-
ers, “I think that mental health is your problem 
here.” He is right, to a point. On Tuesday, news 
accounts revealed that Kelley escaped from 
a mental health facility in 2012. He later was 
charged with a misdemeanor animal cruelty 
count for bludgeoning a dog.

Yet the “problem here” also goes to Kelley 
having such easy access to guns. This should be 
a moment for rallying the country around the 
construction of a stronger background check 
system. That system would not be fail-safe, 
not with 89 guns per 100 people circulating 
through the country and many exchanged in 
private sales, but it would throw up obstacles. 
The challenge involves gaining, securing and 
managing the pertinent data, something within 
reach, surely, in this IT-driven time.

The Center for American Progress looked 
at records in 20 states and found nearly 12,000 
people convicted of stalking, yet they were still 
allowed to purchase guns.

Here is a place for consensus, surveys show-
ing overwhelming public support for the prac-
tical idea of checking to see whether someone 
is fit to own a gun.

In affirming the right to bear arms for self-
protection, the Supreme Court also opened the 
door to regulation of gun rights in the pursuit 
of public safety. That should include requiring 
a license to own a gun or ammunition. For now, 
it’s best to focus on the more possible, knowing 
the political landscape is formidable even for 
better background checks. What the country 
has in the aftermath of the Texas slaughter is 
the heartbreak that might have been avoided if 
the killer faced barriers to buying a gun.

V O I C E  O F  T H E  P E O P L E

By David Rothkopf
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump is reinventing 
the kowtow for the Twitter age. in fawning 
tweets, he celebrated Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s “extraordinary elevation” at the 19th 
Chinese Communist Party Congress, and in a 
TV interview he bragged that he and Xi had 
the best “president-president” relationship 
ever. It was over the top — especially in light 
of the fact that Xi is an authoritarian leader.

Clearly, Trump, a man not known for his 
humility, wants something. China is the most 
important stop on his 12-day, five-nation Asia 
tour, which began Friday. In Beijing, Trump 
will be hoping for not only progress on North 
Korea and trade issues, but for a little of Xi’s 
momentum, power and prestige to rub off on 
him.

At the close of the party congress last 
month, Xi was affirmed as a Chinese leader 
unequaled in stature by any since Mao Ze-
dong. At the same time, at Xi’s urging, the 
country’s ruling body agreed to break with its 
long-standing policy of denying China’s de-
signs on a global leadership role. Instead, in a 
203-minute address to the party forum, Xi as-
serted that the People’s Republic was ready to 
become a “mighty force” on the world stage.

Xi’s ascendance and China’s aggressiveness 
stand in stark contrast to Trump’s struggles, 
Washington’s paralysis and America’s retreat 
from the preeminent international role it has 
played since the end of World War II.

Despite the role reversal, the Chinese will 
appear to stroke American egos, especially 
Trump’s. Expect them to ply him with pomp 
and ceremony, setting up colorful photo ops 
that will play well on social media, and giv-
ing the president the quasi-royal treatment 
he craves. They may even offer up some 
business deals and the promise of unspeci-
fied cooperation with American attempts to 
combat the nuclear threat of North Korea. 
But if you read deference into the show, you 
will be wrong.

China is still a poor country in many re-
spects, but this year has seen it open its first 
overseas military base, increase its blue-water 
naval capability and expand Xi’s trademark 
“One Belt, One Road” infrastructure initiative 
(which extends China’s influence from the 
Pacific Ocean to the Mediterranean Sea). The 
People’s Republic has been asserting its will 
on a wide range of issues, including trade and 

the question of who can claim the islands off 
its coast.

Xi and company know that Trump leads a 
country with greater military and economic 
resources than China, but they also know he 
has been able to get precious little accom-
plished as president. They understand the 
challenges he faces: special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s Russia investigation, the threat of 
a stock market downturn and deep divisions 
within the Republican Party.

The Chinese have also discovered that 
Trump is as inconsistent as he is susceptible 
to flattery. Only a few months before his 
valentines to Xi, he was tweeting his displea-
sure at China — “They do NOTHING for us 
with North Korea” — and attacking past U.S. 
presidents as “foolish” for deals they made 
with Beijing. Xinhua, China’s national news 
agency, responded to the outburst by urging 
Trump to stop his “emotional venting.”

However grand the welcome for Trump 
may be, the Chinese will be serving their own 
goals. Behind the scenes, they will flex their 
muscles in tough negotiations because they 
can, and they now believe they should. In the 
end, Trump is likely to make very little in the 
way of meaningful gains on any major issues 
during his stay.

As former Under Secretary of State for 
Economic Affairs and veteran China expert 
Robert Hormats said to me, “Xi sees China as 
leading the next phase of globalization and of 
the evolution of the global economic order. 
He believes the direction should be and will 
be guided more by Beijing than Washington.” 
This, Hormats believes, will change the dy-
namic in the U.S.-China relationship.

In Xi’s party address, he proclaimed a “new 
era” for China. To put it in terms the presi-
dent might better understand, it may be the 
era of America Second.

The lasting message of Trump’s trip could 
well be the one foretold by the obsequious-
ness of his tweets last month. If his visit is 
“historic,” as he predicted on social media, 
it will be because it is the first in which an 
American president discovers he has traveled 
all the way to Beijing to meet with the most 
powerful man in the world.

Rothkopf is a senior fellow at the School of Advanced International 
Studies at Johns Hopkins University and a visiting scholar at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace. His latest book is The Great 
Questions of Tomorrow. He wrote this for the Los Angeles Times.

What will Trump
get from China?
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Proud of the food bank’s work
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