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O
n Monday, the Ohio Depart-
ment of Medicaid delayed a 
planned reduction in hospital 

reimbursement rates. The decision 
pleased hospital administrators 
who had warned loudly about the 
consequences of having to absorb 
a 5 percent rate reduction. They 
added that the reduction appears 
unnecessary in view of the state 
running a $1.56 billion surplus in 
Medicaid last year.

Medicaid officials cited reduced 
caseloads and per-patient costs cre-
ating a cushion of sorts. The state 
has spent $160 million less than 
expected during the first part of 
this fiscal year. So the rate decision 
will be revisited in the spring.

What deserves attention look-
ing forward is the context for the 
announcement. It goes back to the 
crafting of the current state budget 

earlier this year. It also involves 
the larger challenge of corralling 
health care spending while deliver-
ing improved outcomes, something 
the Governor’s Office of Health 
Transformation has pursued 
steadily and often effectively.

Gov. John Kasich and his team 
crossed swords with fellow Repub-
licans in charge of the legislature 
over Medicaid spending. Lawmak-
ers, in effect, counted $1.1 billion 
in savings without enacting the 
policy changes needed to gener-
ate the sum. For instance, they put 
off moving long-term services and 
supports into managed care.

That change is key, in part, be-
cause the largest share of Medicaid 
spending goes to nursing homes 
and other aspects of caring for the 

indigent elderly. Lawmakers didn’t 
stop there. They added roughly 
$300 million for nursing homes 
— without attaching mechanisms 
to encourage higher quality and 
reduced costs.

Recall, too, that nursing home 
rates are set in state statute, a re-
flection of the sway its influential 
lobby long has had with lawmak-
ers. Thus, Medicaid administrators 
do not have the authority and flex-
ibility to manage fully.

Put another way, when it comes 
to dealing with that $1.1 billion gap, 
the administration had little choice 
but to look elsewhere. It logically 
landed at hospitals, another large 
recipient of Medicaid funds.

In September, when Barbara 
Sears, the state Medicaid director, 
appeared before the Joint Medicaid 
Oversight Committee, lawmakers 

pushed back against the proposed 
reduction in the hospital reim-
bursement rate. What they did not 
acknowledge is that they essen-
tially created the problem.

Hospitals know they must find 
savings, and ways to save are 
available. The more promising and 
responsible approaches involve 
structural changes, which won’t 
come easily or quickly.

That gets to another difference 
between Republican lawmakers 
and the administration. Lawmakers 
seek savings through changing the 
behavior of individuals, by such 
things as work requirements. The 
administration rightly sides with 
making improvements to the over-
all system, the governor stressing 
from the start the need to change 
without cutting into services.

If lawmakers had followed that 
lead, hospitals wouldn’t be suffer-
ing such acute anxiety.

What the nursing home lobby got
Favorable treatment from lawmakers means anxiety for hospitals

C  O  M  M  E  N  T  A  R  Y

O U R  O P I N I O N

While I certainly agree that we need a 
simplified tax code, there is one credit that I think 
merits keeping — the Historic Rehabilitation 
Tax Credit. Incorporated into the tax code more 
than 35 years ago, the HTC is a widely used 
redevelopment tool for underused properties, 
from inner cities to small towns across the 
country. Since 1981, the credit has leveraged more 
than $131 billion in private investment, created 
more than 2.4 million jobs, and preserved more 
than 42,000 historic buildings.

The HTC has returned an average of $1.20 to 
the Treasury for every credit dollar allocated. 
With an average cost of $843 million over the past 
five years, eliminating the HTC would lower the 
current corporate tax rate by less than 0.1 percent 
— from 35 percent to 34.9 percent — and would 
deprive the Treasury of significant receipts (more 
than $28.1 billion in direct federal tax revenue 
since its inception, while its total cost is only $23.1 
billion to date).

Since 2007, Ohio has had a companion HTC 
program. As of 2015 Ohio has completed 109 
projects across 28 communities. Completed 
projects in the Akron area include the Selle 
Complex, Andrew Jackson House, the Gothic 
Building (Nuevo), Kaiser Building, AC & Y 
Building, Metropolitan Building, Akron Soap 
Company Building (Whitespace Creative), 
Goodyear Hall, Cascade Lofts, Firestone Triangle 
Building, United Building and the Cuyahoga 
Falls Foundry Building (Triad Communications).  
There are numerous projects waiting in the 
queue, all of which will not move forward without 
the availability of the credits.

If the federal HTC goes away, Ohio’s will 
be close behind. As an architect, I’ve seen the 
direct benefit that the Historic Tax Credits have 
on our cities. I urge everyone to contact their 
U.S. representative and Sens. Rob Portman and 
Sherrod Brown to voice support for retaining the 
credits.

Lauren Burge
Akron

Dedicated to those in need
Thanksgiving, more than any holiday, speaks to 

the many blessings most of us enjoy. How un-
fortunate it is to read your columnist Bob Dyer’s 
Nov. 5 article unfairly criticizing the Akron-
Canton Regional Foodbank, an organization solely 
dedicated to helping feed those in our communi-
ties who do not share the same blessings.

FirstEnergy strongly supports the food bank 
under Dan Flowers’ leadership. Our ongoing 
partnership with the food bank through Harvest 
for Hunger has had a positive impact on our com-
munities. In the 2017 campaign alone, FirstEnergy 
employees raised more than $421,000 and do-
nated 32,000 pounds of food that was distributed 
through the food bank’s network.  

Last year, the organization distributed close to 
29 million pounds of food. Nearly three quarters 
of that amount was provided to our community 
free of charge.

FirstEnergy has had the privilege of partner-
ing with other community food banks across our 
six-state footprint. The Akron-Canton Regional 
Foodbank’s policies and cost structure are consis-
tent with what we see at other food centers.

Rather than leveling unfair criticism against 
the food bank, those in the Akron/Canton area 
should be thankful for this wonderful organiza-
tion. Together, we can take care of those in need 
in our community.

Dee Lowery
President, FirstEnergy Foundation

Akron

Post-vote jitters
Should we be shuddering with apprehension as 

we wait for those profit-hungry pharmaceutical 
moguls to jack up drug costs even more in order 
to recover the more than $70 million they spent to 
defeat Issue 2?

Sam Salem
Akron

How will Alabama roll?

One tax credit
well worth keeping

V O I C E  O F 

T H E  P E O P L E

By George F. Will
Washington Post

BIRMINGHAM, ALA.: But for 
the bomb, the four would be 
in their 60s, probably grand-
mothers. Three were 14 and 
one was 11 in 1963 when the 
blast killed them in the 16th 
Street Baptist Church, which 
is four blocks from the law 
office of Doug Jones, who then 
was 9.

He was born in May 1954, 13 
days before the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s Brown v. Board of 
Education school desegrega-
tion decision. He was 16 when 
he attended, at this city’s 
Legion Field, the Alabama 
Crimson Tide vs. University 
of Southern California Trojans 
football game, in which USC’s 
Sam Cunningham, an African-
American all-American, led 
a 42-21 thumping of the home 
team, thereby (so goes the 
much-embellished but true-
enough story) advancing 
the integration of the region 
through its cultural pulse, col-
lege football. Roll Tide.

As a second-year law 
student Jones cut classes to 
attend the 1977 trial of one of 
the church bombers, “Dyna-
mite Bob” Chambliss. In 2001 
and 2002, as U.S. attorney, 
Jones successfully prosecuted 
two other bombers. Was there 
resentment about this pro-
tracted pursuit of justice? No, 
he says as he nurses with tea a 
voice raspy from campaigning, 
because after 9/11 intervened, 
punishing domestic terrorism 
was not controversial.

Today, this son of a steel-
worker stands between Roy 
Moore — an Elmer Gantry 
mixing piety and cupidity: he 
and his family have done well 
financially running a founda-
tion — and the U.S. Senate 
seat vacated by Jeff Sessions.

Moore campaigns almost 
entirely about social issues 
— NFL protests, the transgen-
der menace — and the wild 
liberalism of Jones, a law-and-
order prosecutor and deer and 

turkey hunter who says he 
has “a safe full of guns.” Jones’ 
grandfathers were members of 
the mineworkers and steel-
workers unions: Birmingham, 
surrounded by coal and iron 
ore, was Pittsburgh — a steel 
city — almost before Pitts-
burgh was. He hopes eco-
nomic and health care issues 
matter more.

Evangelical Christians who 
embrace Moore are serving 
the public good by mak-
ing ridiculous their pose as 
uniquely moral Americans, 
and by revealing their lead-
ers to be especially grotesque 
specimens of the vanity — 
vanity about virtue — that 
is curdling politics. Another 
public benefit from the Moore 
spectacle is the embarrass-
ment of national Republicans. 
Their party having made the 
star of the Access Hollywood 
tape president, they now are 
horrified that Moore might 
become 1 percent of the Sen-
ate.

Actually, this scofflaw, 
twice removed from Ala-
bama’s Supreme Court, once 
for disobeying a U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling, is a suitable 
sidekick for the president who 
pardoned Joe Arpaio, Ari-
zona’s criminal former sheriff. 
Even after Donald Trump 
conceded that Barack Obama 
was born in America, Moore 
continued rejecting such 
squishiness.

Absentee ballots are al-
ready being cast. Assuming 
that the Republican governor 
does not shred state law by 
preventing the election from 
occurring Dec. 12, Republi-
cans’ Senate majority might 
soon be gone. It has been 
21 years since a Democratic 
Senate candidate won even 
40 percent of Alabama’s vote. 
It has, however, been even 
longer — not since the George 
Wallace era — that the state’s 
identity has been hostage to 
a politician who assumes that 
Alabamans are eager to live 

down to hostile caricatures of 
them.

Nothing about Moore’s po-
litical, financial or glandular 
history will shake his base, un-
less the credible accusations of 
serial pursuit of underage girls 
are suddenly overshadowed 
by something his voters con-
sider serious, such as taking 
sides in the Alabama-Auburn 
game. Jones’ hopes rest with 
traditional white Democrats 
(scarce), Republicans capable 
of chagrin (scarcer), and Af-
rican-Americans. They are 27 
percent of this state in which 
“civil rights tourism” (the 
16th Street church, Selma’s 
Edmund Pettus Bridge, Martin 
Luther King’s Montgomery 
church, and more) is economi-
cally important.

This month, Virginia’s 
African-Americans turned out 
for Gov.-elect Ralph Northam, 
a Democrat who, like Jones, 
invited voters to take a walk 
on the mild side. Approxi-
mately a quarter of Alabamans 
live in the metropolitan area 
of Birmingham, which has had 
an African-American mayor 
since 1979. National Demo-
crats are helping Jones, but 
delicately. They rashly treated 
a Georgia special congressio-
nal election as a referendum 
on the president, and want to 
avoid that mistake in a state 
Donald Trump carried by 28 
points.

Turnout to the August 
Republican primary and the 
September runoff was about 
18 and 14 percent, respectively. 
Next month’s election will oc-
cur during many distractions, 
midway between Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas and, more 
important, 10 days after Ar-
mageddon — the SEC cham-
pionship game. Perhaps an 
Alabama victory would make 
the state hanker for a senator 
worthy of its football team. If 
so: Roll Tide.

Will is a Washington Post columnist. He can 
be reached at georgewill@washpost.com.
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