
Akron Beacon Journal - 11/19/2017 Page : A14

Copyright (c)2017 Akron Beacon Journal, Edition 11/19/2017
November 21, 2017 9:45 am (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

A14 Akron Beacon Journal / Ohio.com ♦ InfOrmIng. EngAgIng. EssEntIAl. sunday, november 19, 2017

Getting
better

at Summa
A lower bond rating

tells part of the story

W
hen Moody’s Investor Service downgrades 
the credit worthiness of an organization, 
it hardly comes as good news. The 

executives in charge at Summa Health would 
rather not have to contend with a lower bond 
rating, the change arriving last week, projected 
to cost roughly $90,000 a year in higher interest 
charges. Yet the decline deserves context. 
Perhaps it will be the final blow in what has been 
a nightmarish year for the health care system,

There are signs of improvement in the patient. 
In June, Cliff Deveny, the interim chief executive, 
projected “staggering operating losses” of $60 
million. The actual sum is closer to $35 million, 
still substantial but headed in the preferred 
direction. Deveny told Betty Lin-Fisher, the 
Beacon Journal medical writer, that the past 
three months, Summa has cleared $2 million to 
$2.5 million in its clinical operations.

All of that meets the objective for the year, halt 
the slide and begin to make up ground.

A year ago, Summa stood 
on the eve of turmoil in its 
emergency department, the 
abrupt exit of long-tenured 
and highly respected emergency physicians. 
What followed was a wider revolt of doctors 
against the system’s leadership, affecting 
referrals, reducing patient volume and raising 
questions about the quality of care.

Deveny, who returned to Akron, where he 
grew up and launched his physician practice, has 
made progress repairing relationships. Summa 
and doctor-owned Western Reserve Hospital 
Partners appear ready to reach a settlement in 

their long-running and corrosive legal clash. 
The emergency department has new leadership, 
and the Summa residency programs have been 
liberated from probation. Summa leaders are 
committed to reinstating the residency program 
in emergency medicine.

That will take time, as will the rest of the 
challenging recovery. Moody’s notes that Summa 

remains in a strong position, 
its market share 53 percent as 
of June, though 5 percentage 
points lower than three years 

ago. At the same time, the patient mix leans more 
heavily to Medicare and Medicaid, reflecting, in 
part, the problem of physician referrals, patients 
with private coverage going elsewhere.

Whether that result is fair or not, Summa faces 
the task of recovering the full measure of its 
reputation for high quality. And the task comes 
as the Cleveland Clinic Akron General pursues 
upgrades in its facilities and care.

Add to the mix that as part of its own upgrade, 

Summa is moving forward with a $350 million 
investment in its Akron City Hospital campus. 
Moody’s cites the less-than-opportune timing, 
that element part of the downgraded bond rating. 
Yet the report makes clear that Summa has little 
choice, the move to such things as more private 
beds and expanded outpatient services essential 
to keeping pace in a competitive market.

Hospitals and health care systems face 
financial pressure as it is. They also are part of 
a health care sector overall that has much room 
for achieving efficiencies, even while improving 
quality and outcomes. In that way, Summa has a 
particularly tough job ahead.

What is encouraging are the advances made, 
better than may have been expected in a dark 
June. That is good for the Akron community, 
Summa long an admired presence, not to mention 
one of the region’s leading employers. Now the 
work continues, sustaining volume, securing the 
finances, enhancing quality, Summa’s bond rating 
downgraded yet its prospects improved.
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William O’Neill has Trumpian 
qualities. The Ohio Supreme Court 
justice likes to disrupt. He scorns po-
litical correctness. He wants to play 
by his own rules. 

That and more 
surfaced on Friday 
when O’Neill, the 
one Democrat who 
holds an elected state 
position, plunged 
into what he de-
scribed as the “media 
frenzy” around 
sexual harassment 
or misconduct, many powerful men 
called to account in recent weeks for 
their mistreatment of women. He 
defended Al Franken by suggesting 
things have gone too far.

Fair enough. There’s room for 
such an argument. O’Neill’s prob-
lem? He chose a foolish way to 
convey his view. Via Facebook, he 
shared that during the past five de-
cades, he has been “sexually intimate 
with approximately 50 very attrac-
tive females,” including a “drop dead 
gorgeous red head” and his “first 
true love” with whom he made “pas-
sionate” whoopee in the hayloft of 
her parents’ barn. 

The Trumpian echoes are plain, 
even in O’Neill declaring that he 
speaks for “all heterosexual males.” 
I get it. That is part of the attempted 
spoof, telling everyone to “lighten 

up.” The trouble is, the justice 
missed the point.

As many jumped to explain, this 
isn’t about consensual sex, let alone 
“true love.” The discussion involves 
abuse of power, lack of respect, jerks 
and their abhorrent behavior.

O’Neill tried again later on Fri-
day, posting a new message, yet once 
more it got back to Bill. He remind-
ed the “sanctimonious judges who 
are demanding my resignation” that 
he was “a civil rights lawyer actively 
prosecuting sexual harassment cases 
on behalf of the Attorney General’s 
Office before Anita Hill and before 
you were born.” He then added 
the kicker, “This is how Democrats 
remain in the minority.”

Among those calling for his 
resignation were four Democratic 
candidates for governor, Betty Sut-
ton, Nan Whaley, Connie Pillich and 
Joe Schiavoni. Then again, O’Neill 
should have stepped down from the 
high court a few weeks ago when 
he declared that he, too, is a candi-
date for governor. The Ohio Code 
of Judicial Conduct makes clear: 
“… upon becoming a candidate in a 
primary election or general election 
for a nonjudicial office, a judge shall 
resign from judicial office.”

The justice pretends he is in a 
limbo of sorts, waiting to make it 
official at the February filing dead-
line, ready to give way if Richard 

Cordray enters the race. Yet he has 
taken stands, and on Friday, he told 
the Associated Press that he posted 
on Facebook because “as a governor 
candidate, I assume I am the next 
target of the media frenzy.” 

The week for Ohio Democrats 
actually included Cordray announc-
ing he would leave his post as the 
director of the federal Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau by the 
end of the month. The thinking is, 
the former state treasurer and at-
torney general soon will enter the 
governor’s race. Many Democrats 
see a winner in his high profile.

Which gets to something else in 
this O’Neill moment. The justice 
knows how to attract attention.

The other Democratic candi-
dates have been plodding along, 
not unexpected with the primary 
in May. Sutton released a plan last 
week to address sexual harassment 
and sexual assault in state govern-
ment. If the party has been smart to 
stage early debates, albeit with little 
disagreement, the candidates have 
yet to approach a compelling voice.

That is a bit unfair. Yet it gets to 
O’Neill’s remark about what keeps 
Democrats in the minority.

Would Cordray rise above? His 
strength is his resume. He has not 
been a sparkling campaigner.

Perhaps Ohio Democrats will 
benefit from an electoral wave, the 

president and Republicans proving 
so highly unpopular. At the same 
time, the opportunity is there for 
something more substantial, even 
enduring, Democrats with a com-
petitive message going forward.

That 8 percentage-point winning 
margin for Donald Trump wasn’t 
just a rejection of Hillary Clinton. 
Republicans have been in charge 
of the state for most of the past 25 
years. If many Ohioans are frus-
trated, and rightly so, they deserve 
a credible alternative, an attractive 
answer to the question: What would 
Democrats do?

A natural coalition exists, evident 
in the defining study by John Begala, 
“Big City Problems in Ohio’s Small 
Towns,” released a year ago and still 
most relevant. The former executive 
director of the Center for Commu-
nity Solutions shows how “heartland 
towns,” the Massillons, Ravennas, 
Steubenvilles and Warrens, have 
been left behind, manufacturing jobs 
in decline, heavily reliant on public 
dollars, facing a lack of skills, high 
rates of teen births, property crimes 
and opioid addiction.

Might Democrats respond as if 
they have nothing to lose? That is 
where they now stand.

Douglas is the Beacon Journal editorial page 
editor. He can be reached at 330-996-3514 or 
emailed at mdouglas@thebeaconjournal.com.

Will Ohio Democrats find their voice?

Regarding Bob Dyer’s Nov. 
5 column, “Food bank policies, 
including salaries, might surprise 
you,’’ let’s hear another point of view.  
My husband, Larry, and I direct the 
Akron Bible Church’s Baskets of Love 
Ministry. The church is an inner-city 
ministry that is all about outreach to 
the community.

Our food ministry that started as a 
Christmas food basket distribution 37 
years ago has never had a budget or 
much money, but in 2012, we became 
members of the food bank and the 
growth in our food ministry has been 
phenomenal.

The food bank has been a blessing 
for us, helping us to distribute fresh, 
nutritious food to one of the neediest 
communities in the city. In 2016 we 
distributed over 30,000 pounds of 
fresh produce, all supplied by the 
food bank.  This is a big help to a 
community that often struggles to 
put any food on the table, much less 
fresh produce.

We access nutritious USDA 

foods, meats and dairy. We receive 
foundation grants for equipment and 
food.  The Baskets of Love ministry 
now sponsors and maintains a hot 
meal program, serving an average of 
800 hot meals a month, and in 2016, 
the emergency food pantry proudly 
distributed over 144,000 pounds of 
food.

The professionalism of the food 
bank staff and the value and quality 
of the food we receive when stacked 
against the money we spend far 
outweighs 18 cents a pound for a 
handling fee. This is a small price to 
pay to keep the food bank’s lights on 
and give a decent wage to employees.

The opportunity to serve hungry 
children when school is out and to 
serve the homeless, the seniors and 
shut-ins cannot be measured. We are 
a thankful and proud member agency 
of the food bank.

Henri Etta Fletcher-Lockhart
Director, Akron Bible Church Baskets of Love

Article treats  
Trump unfairly

If the Nov. 14 article “Trump 
buddies up to Philippines’ Duterte” is 
not fake news, it certainly is blatantly 
biased, at best, and even misleading, 
with pertinent omissions.

After the deck headline states 
“U.S. president doesn’t publicly 
talk about human rights abuses as 
predecessors have,” the article goes 
on to overemphasize this point six 
more times.

Obviously this is a sensitive issue 
best dealt with diplomatically, just as 
is the South China Sea issue, which 
likewise was not on the formal public 
agenda, and not mentioned in the 
Associated Press article.

Donald Trump is not the 
penultimate diplomat, but he also 
does not get credit for having to 
“repair,” as the Wall Street Journal 
stated, our relations across the globe 
from Israel to Asia.

Yes, even China is trying to 
‘‘buddy up” with Trump, but the 

press tries to belittle that as well.
Gary S. Eiber

Silver Lake

Apathy in response  
to gun tragedies

Columbine, Colorado, whatever. 
Red Lake, Minnesota, whatever. 
Virginia Tech, whatever. 
Binghamton, New York, whatever. 
Fort Hood, Texas, whatever. Aurora, 
Colorado, whatever. Sandy Hook 
Elementary, whatever. Washington 
Navy Yard, whatever. Charleston, 
South Carolina, whatever. Roseburg, 
Oregon, whatever. San Bernardino, 
California, whatever. Orlando, 
Florida, whatever. Las Vegas, Nevada, 
whatever. Sutherland Springs, Texas 
… whatever.

Hey, if the people and the 
powers that be don’t care enough 
to do whatever it takes to stop this 
frequent, uniquely American national 
tragedy/embarrassment, why should 
I?

Alan MacFarland
Tallmadge

Thankful for the food bank
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