
Foodbank welcomes Ohio National Guard
Forty members of the Ohio National Guard 

from the 1st Battalion, 145th Armored 

Regiment in Stow, have been serving at the 

Foodbank since March 23, 2020. The Ohio 

National Guard has made a huge impact 

on our ability to continue operations at the 

Foodbank and support our hunger-relief 

partners during the coronavirus crisis. 

During their time of service, they have 

supported warehouse operations, sorting 

and repacking food items, providing delivery 

support to network partners, and serving at 

food distribution sites in the community. 

The Foodbank will continue to share the Ohio 

National Guard resources with our hunger-

relief partners until their service to Ohio’s 

food banks is complete. For order deliveries, 

these are coordinated the day before and 

determined based on optimal route for the 

National Guard vehicles and size of the order. 

If your site is eligible for delivery, you will be 

contacted the day before. 

For network partners interested in receiving 

National Guard members to support food 

distributions, your site must operate Monday-

Friday between 8am and 4pm, and you must 

be able to host them for a full day of activity.

If you would like to request National Guard 
support for your food distribution, contact 
Nathan Kreis at nkreis@acrfb.org.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
• Please continue to keep the Foodbank 

updated with any changes or temporary 

closures to your program due to COVID-19.

• Together, we have distributed more food 

and served more neighbors than ever.
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NETWORK PARTNER

350 Opportunity Parkway

Akron, OH 44307-2234

330.535.6900 phone

330.996.5337 fax

akroncantonfoodbank.org

CLIENT ASSISTANCE
855.560.0850 toll free

acrfb.org/agency-map

TO PLACE AN ORDER
Call: 330.253.7054

Toll free: 800.673.6490

Online: go.acrfb.org/order

SCHEDULED OFP/OACP
Apple Juice, Applesauce, 

Cabbage, Canned Goods 

(Carrots, Chicken Noodle Soup, 

Chili w/Meat & Beans, Spaghetti 

Rings, Sweet Corn), Cantaloupe, 

Mac & Cheese, Onions, Pancake 

Mix, Peanut Butter, Potatoes, 

Syrup, Toasted Oats, Watermelon

SCHEDULED USDA
Apples, Canned Goods (Cream 

Corn, Mixed Fruit, Tomato Sauce), 

Eggs, Orange Juice, Oranges, 

Spaghetti Pasta, Spaghetti Sauce

Proud member of 
Feeding America, 
the nation’s largest 
domestic hunger-
relief charity.
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NATIONAL GUARD HIGHLIGHTS 

• More than 2 million pounds picked  
and packed

• More than 150 order deliveries to 
network partners

• More than 50 network partner 
distributions supported



COVID-19 grants for network partners
In response to the unprecedented demand 

for food in the region due to the COVID-19 

crisis, many funders have come forward to 

help the Foodbank and our hunger-relief 

network. Initial emergency grant funds 

received were used to set up a special 

COVID-19 Partner Support Grant on 

the menu to provide more free food to 

network partners. 

In addition, several partners received 
food credits that were directed by 
funders, specific to the counties in 
which they operate. The Foodbank 
has more free food currently on the 
menu than ever before—and more is 
on the way!

The COVID-19 Partner Support Grant 

will help continue to eliminate shared 

maintenance fees for network partners. 

Partners will see a variety of healthy USDA 

items, donated products, and a few of the 

Amazing Values products being moved 

to this section as more funding becomes 

available. We are passing as many 

donations as we can along to you as free 

food on the menu.

The Feeding America Grant will offer a 

variety of items the Foodbank was able to 

purchase, thanks to a generous donation 

made by Amazon CEO, Jeff Bezos. As a 

member of Feeding America, the Akron-

Canton Regional Foodbank is extremely 

grateful that a portion of these funds 

were directed to our region to support 

the critical emergency response of our 

hunger-relief network.

IN NEED OF 
VOLUNTEERS?
While the Foodbank is not 

currently hosting volunteers, we 

want to support you and promote 

available volunteer opportunities 

in our hunger-relief network. We 

continue to add programs in need 

of additional volunteers to a section 

of our website that is accessible to 

anyone interested in volunteering. 

If your program would like to be 
added to this list, please contact 
Cody Stanley at cstanley@acrfb.org.

USDA grants TEFAP waiver
As soon as COVID-19 began affecting how our network manages food 
distributions, our Foodbank and the Ohio Association of Foodbanks began 
advocating for a waiver of the usual intake information needed for pantry 
programs. 

On April 7, 2020 the USDA Food and Nutrition Service approved a request from Ohio 

Department of Jobs & Family Services to temporarily waive the TEFAP intake process. 

This waiver provides flexibility you need to serve your community members safely, by 

temporarily waiving the requirement to collect information for the Eligibility to Take 

Home Groceries Form. This protects your staff and volunteers and the people you serve 

by eliminating close person-to-person contact.

Through April 30, 2020, network partners are only required to collect the number of 

households and number of household members being served. These numbers must be 

submitted weekly to the Foodbank using the COVID-19 Weekly Report link found on 

the Agency Zone. If an extension of this waiver is approved, the Foodbank will let you 

know. Otherwise, partners will be asked to resume TEFAP intake on May 1, 2020. 
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