
Advocacy Roundtable 
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Check-In 

Why did you choose to 

attend this roundtable? 
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Advocacy: Can we participate? 

3 

• According to the IRS, all 501(c)(3) organizations are prohibited 

from participating in political campaigns. 

 

• Non-profits CAN participate in voter education, state their policy 

positions and urge members to act on specific legislation.  

 

• IRS requires 501(h) election IF you commit substantial time and 

money on lobbying activities. 



Advocacy: What Works Best? 
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Advocacy: Tips for Engagement 

• Personalize your message: the CMF survey 
found that constituent visits have more influence 
than any other group or strategy, and “form” 
letters and e-mails are less influential. Tell your 
story and make it personal. 

 

• Do your homework: Know your legislator and 
his/her history.  Thank for past support, make 
connections and ask questions.  

 

• Respect differences and remain positive: 
Remember that your issue is non-partisan.  Do 
not come across as accusatory or 
confrontational. Treat everyone in the office with 
respect. 
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History of State Funding  

Hunger has never been a partisan issue.  

 

• Governor Voinovich (R) – 1996 Welfare Reform 

• Governor Taft (R) – 4 budgets 

• Governor Strickland (D) – 2 budgets 

• Governor Kasich (R) – 3 budgets + 

 

Funding goes to the Ohio Association of Foodbanks, 

and then to Ohio’s 12 Foodbanks.  
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State Budget Process 
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• Ohio’s state fiscal year is July 1 – June 30 

• Ohio operates on a two year budget cycle 

• The state is required to pass a balanced 

budget 

The 2018-2019 

biennial budget will 

take effect 

beginning July 1, 

2017 
 

 



State Budget Process 

• January 30, 2017- Governor Kasich introduces 
2018/2019 budget proposal 

• Not included in the plan is a breakdown or “spending 
plan” that details what programs/services are 
contained within large Block Grants (TANF). 

• Actual budget bill will be introduced, hopefully later this 
week. 

• What is known: the budget is heavy on new taxes, 
including raising the state sales tax from 5.75% to 
6.25%, broadening the sales tax to other services, 
increasing cigarette and alcohol taxes, raising 
severance tax on gas and oil production, increased 
funding for opioid addiction and child welfare and 
requiring Medicaid recipients to pay $20 per month for 
health care or 2% of their income. 
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State Budget Process 

• Late January / Early February 
– Governor Kasich will present his proposed budget to the 

Ohio General Assembly 

• February / March 
– Foodbank’s Lobby Day 2/23 

– The Ohio House will develop and pass its version of the 
budget 

• April / May 
– The Ohio Senate then develops and passes its own version 

of the budget 

• June 
– Conference Committee meets to work out budget 

differences 

– If agree upon a final budget, no testimony 

– Governor reviews, can make line-item vetoes and signs 
budget 
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What is our budget request? 

$30 million per 

year ($60 million 

total) to support 

a comprehensive 

approach to 

hunger relief.  
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How will the funds be spent? 

The annual $30 million allocation will fund a range of 

proven initiatives, including:  

• Ohio Food Program 

• Ohio Agricultural Clearance Program 

• Governor’s Office of Faith Based and Community 

Initatives Programs 

– Summer weekend meals and summer rural delivery 

meals programs 

• Summer Farmer’s Market Program 

• Ohio Benefit Bank 

• Capacity Building for Foodbanks and non-profit 

charities 
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Why this approach? 

• Bringing these programs under one funding 
umbrella is a fiscally responsible solution that 
will provide flexibility in delivering real hunger 
relief.  

• Under the comprehensive approach, programs 
that address food insecurity and are overseen by 
the Ohio Association of Foodbanks will: 
– Have reduced administrative costs and overhead 

– Work in an integrated manner that maximizes 
opportunities for efficiency and cost savings 

– Have increased ability to leverage food purchase and 
public/private partnerships 

– Streamline program operations and overall 
effectiveness 

12 



Advocacy: Protecting food sources 
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2017-2018 State Budget 
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• OFPACP makes up 21% of the food 

distributed by the Akron-Canton Regional 

Foodbank. 

 

• Good for farmers and good for the 

economy.  

 

• These programs provide nutritious items 

for food insecure families.  

 

• These programs WORK! They are highly 

efficient and cost-effective. 

 

 

 



Data Points 
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State of Ohio 

• Demand for emergency food assistance 

has increased by 40% since 2010 

• Ohio will have lost about $1 billion in 

SNAP benefits 

• Hunger cost Ohio more than $6.97 billion 

in direct costs related to health care, lost 

educational attainment, and diminished 

productivity 
 

 



More than 1 in 3 Ohioans are eligible for 

help from a Foodbank 
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Data Points 
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Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank 
• 1 in 7 individuals in our service area is food 

insecure, meaning they lack regular access to safe 

and nutritious food 

• Nearly 1 in 4 children in our service area is food 

insecure 

• 81 percent of individuals served by the Foodbank 

report purchasing the cheapest food available, 

even if they know it's not the healthiest option 

• 1 in 5 families served by the Foodbank report 

having at least one member that has served in the 

military 
 

* More data resources available via HIA 2014 and Map the Meal Gap.  
 



Advocacy: Making our message clear 
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When communicating with legislators and community 

leaders: 

 

• Tell your story  

 

• Build a relationship 

 

• Tell the real stories of those you serve, and support your 

claims  with data. 



Advocacy and Storytelling 

19 



2017 Legislative Priorities 

• Ensure the federal budget provides a strong 
safety net by opposing efforts to block grant or cut 
SNAP, CSFP or TEFAP. 

 

• Ensure the next Farm Bill protects and 
strengthens: 
– SNAP 

– TEFAP 

– Food donation policies 

 

• Child Nutrition Reauthorization will likely not be 
pursued in 2017, however we will continue to urge 
Congress to maintain strong nutrition standards 
and efficient access to all child nutrition programs. 
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Check Out 

What would you tell the 

lawmakers that are 

deciding whether to 

provide funding for hunger 

relief programs in the 

state budget?  
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