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Taste of the NFL set to help meet rising demand for emergency food
The Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank Taste of the NFL is Sept. 29, 5:30-9 p.m. at the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

“This event raises money to help many people in need,” said Dan Flowers, Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank president and CEO.  “Community support is essential to continue to meet the rising demand for emergency food.”
Taste of the NFL is a night of food, fun and football to raise funds to support hunger relief efforts in Northeast Ohio.  The event includes tastings of fine cuisine from local restaurants and beverages from local and national wineries and breweries.  
Ten Hall of Fame Enshrinees will be at the event to greet guests.  Cleveland Browns legends Leroy Kelly and Joe DeLamielleure will be joined by 2009 Hall of Fame inductee Randall McDaniel, Lem Barney, Bobby Bell, Larry Little, Tom Mack, Mel Renfro, Kellen Winslow, Jr. and Jack Youngblood.

Guests at the event vote for the Grand Champion chef to represent the Foodbank at the national Taste of the NFL at the 2011 Super Bowl.  Chef Brandt Evans from the Blue Canyon Kitchen & Tavern is returning as the 2008 Grand Champion.  Other restaurant and beverage providers include 91 Wood Fired Oven, Bistro On Main, Chocolate Mischief, Chronicles Restaurant & Blue Olive Jazz Club, Davis Candies, Fedeli Restaurant, The Galaxy Retaurant, Georgio’s Grille, Grape and Granary, The Harbor Inn, Iris Restaurant, Main Street Gourmet, Meeker Wines distributed by Esber Beverage, Ohio Brewing Company, Or Derv Foods Inc., PepsiAmericas, Peter Shear’s Downtown, Perennial Vineyards, Robert J. Events & Catering, Three Brothers Corner Tavern, VegiTerranean and The Winery at Wolf Creek.
A silent auction features many local and national packages including a trip to The Meeker Vineyard in California.

Tickets are $150 for general admission and $250 for VIP Locker Room.  Tickets can be ordered at www.akroncantonfoodbank.org or by calling (330) 535-6900.

The Foodbank is distributing record amounts of food in 2009 in response to increased demand due to the struggling economy and high unemployment.  Services are being provided to more than 400 community agencies for the first time in the history of the Foodbank.  The Foodbank also reports that in 2009 families with children who are receiving food at food pantries in the 8-county service area has increased by 19% over last year.   Economic circumstances are causing many people to seek emergency food assistance for the first time.  Support from the community for this event is critical to helping meet the needs of the hungry in Carroll, Holmes, Medina, Portage, Stark, Summit, Tuscarawas and Wayne counties.
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